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Arfon – Dwyfor Local Access Forum   
Neuadd Ogwen, Bethesda 

24 November, 2014 
 

Present: 
Members: Gwynedd Watkin (GW) (Chairman), Peter Rutherford (PR), W. I. Hughes (WIH), Malcolm 
Winstanley (MW), Denise Meldrum (DM), Vincent Mears (VM), Vin West (VW) 
Officers: Wyn Williams (WW) 
Also in attendance: Nia Williams (NW), Natural Resources Wales; Nerys Griffiths (NG), Communities First 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

The Chair extended condolences to DC on his bereavement in the family. It was reported 
that a sympathy card would be sent to him on behalf of the Panel.  
Apologies were received from Andy Godber, Morgan Jones Parry, John Williams, John M. 
Jones and Bob Lowe. 
Fred Horrocks' Resignation 
It was reported that FH’s resignation remained and that he did not wish to re-apply as a 
member of the Forum.  

  
2. Declarations of Public Interest  
 None.  
  
3. Urgent Items/Chairman’s Announcements 
 None. 
  
4. Minutes of the meeting held at Cwrt, Aberdaron on 15 September 2014 
 No matters arose that were not on the agenda. The minutes were accepted.  
  
5. Correspondence 
 a) E-mail dated 16.09.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to Esyllt Rhys Jones, Strategic 

Manager, Gwynedd Council regarding Consultation with the Community about the Sailing 
Academy 
MW reported that he had attended one of the consultations in Pwllheli. It was noted that no 
improvements had been made to the Marina despite the work on the new Academy.  
VM noted that assurance had been given that the Rights of Way would continue to be 
maintained.   
RESOLVED - to send another letter on behalf of the Panel expressing concern 
regarding health and safety matters. 
b) E-mail dated 18.09.2014 from Dylan Bryn Roberts, Executive Director, The Welsh 
Language and Community Planning Services to the Secretary of the Forum regarding the 
Sailing Academy's Community Consultation 
Copy for information. 
c) E-mail dated 22.09.2014 from Richard Owen, Manager of Access Programmes, Natural 
Resources Wales. Following this Open Access maps for Arfon-Dwyfor were received. 
Copy for information. 
d) E-mail dated 23.09.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to Carys Drew, Recreation 
and Access Consultant, Natural Resources Wales regarding the Local Access Forum's 
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observations on Natural Resources Wales' proposed Recreation and Access Strategy 
Copy for information. 
e) E-mail dated 23.09.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to Natural Resources Wales 
regarding the Forum’s observations on the consultation on the Dog Walking Advice sheet.  
Copy for information. 
f)E-mail dated 03.10.2014 with the appended draft minutes of the meeting of the Chairman 
of the Local Access Forum that was held in Llanelwedd on 31.07.2014 
Copy for information. 
g)E-mail dated 09.10.14 with the draft notes of the LAF Conference of the meeting of the 
Chairman and the Secretary that was held in Llanelwedd on 31.07.2014 
Copy for information. 
h) E-mail dated 10.10.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to the North Wales National 
Grid Contact, requesting a representative to attend this meeting 
Copy for information. It was noted that no response had been received.  
i) A letter dated 10.10.2014 from the Chairman of the Forum to Gwynedd Council’s Chief 
Executive regarding the cuts in staff and the budget in the Rights of Way Unit 
It was reported that a meeting had been arranged with Aled Davies, Head of the Regulatory 
Department and Councillor John Wyn Williams on 3 December 2014. It was confirmed 
that PR, AG, and GW would attend the meeting.  
j) E-mail dated 10.10.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to Jane Tibbott, Senior Officer 
of the Glastir Project, regarding the Forum's observations on the Glastir 'Briefing Note' that 
had already been discussed 
Disappointment and frustration were expressed about the information that had been 
published. PR noted that disks had not been received during the current year and that it was 
expected for the developments to be reflected on the original maps. It was noted that 
Officers did not understand the requirements of Tir Gofal and the differences with Glastir.  
k)E-mail dated 10.10.2014 from the Secretary of the Forum to Welsh Slate regarding 
closing the paths in Penrhyn Quarry, Bethesda 
It was noted that no response had been received.  Resolved that WW would follow up 
for a response and to arrange a meeting if there is an opportunity to do so.   
l) E-mail dated 17.10.2014 from Molly Lovatt, Natural Resources Wales to the Secretary of 
the Forum regarding the reasons for reviewing the Dog Walking Advice sheet 
Copy for information. Disappointment was expressed that there was no representation 
from the National Park as part of the Work Group that had been established across Britain.   
m) E-mail dated 03.11.2014 from Frances Gillett, Sustainable Land Management Policy 
Development Officer, Welsh Government, along with Rebecca Evans’ statement on the 
Common Agricultural Policy's events 
Members were encouraged to click on the link within the document for more information. 

  
6. Presentation by Nerys Griffiths and Nia Williams on the ‘Come Outside’ 

Communities First Project in Bangor, to encourage underprivileged members 
of the community to have access to the countryside 
It was reported that the Lottery Fund had prepared a film regarding how the project was 
being piloted.  It was noted that close collaboration had been developed between Natural 
Resources Wales and Communities First.  
An explanation of the project was given noting that taster sessions had been held to give a 
taste of outdoor and rural activities.   
A film was shown that introduced the project and explained the piloting work. It was 
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explained that the aim of the project was to get people to live healthier lifestyles and to 
improve their skills and knowledge about health. It was reported that there was a link 
between this project and the NHS as well as the National Exercise Referral Scheme.  
However, it was noted that it was not possible for doctors to refer individuals to the project 
as it would be necessary to go through the National Register to do so. It was noted that 
more work was being done on gaining access to the Register.   
It was reported that the fund had been established since two years and that work had been 
undertaken with groups that had already been established. The project would come to an 
end in December 2015. 
It was noted that wildlife had been extremely popular within groups of people from 
underprivileged areas.  
It was reported that the project referred to the Countryside Code of Conduct and offered 
information on how to develop rural skills. It was noted that it was hoped to develop more 
work on the rights of way network.  
It was also noted that courses had been held on maintenance and first aid issues.  
NG reported that Communities First were working on the health element of the project to 
promote youth health in underprivileged areas. It was noted that work had been developed 
with Bangor University to create a community garden. It was reported that a project had 
also been developed by the Welsh Government to aim to solve why people were unhealthy. 
It was noted that there was also an aim to try to attract Leisure Centres to be part of the 
project to run health and fitness sessions for free.  
It was noted that people were being encouraged to use resources and groups that were 
already in place, e.g. local walking groups. Resolved that WW would send 
information about local paths to NG/NW. 
It was reported that a cookery project had also been developed to teach people how to cook 
using fresh produce for a low price. It was noted that work was being done on encouraging 
parents and young people to take advantage of the project.  
It was agreed that it would be useful for the Forum to receive information 
regarding the development of the project as well as the outcomes at the end.  

  
7. Rights of Way Improvement Plan Grant  
 WW provided an update on the work on behalf of DC.  

It was noted that there were 8 plans included in the programme that was being 
implemented within the Arfon-Dwyfor area. A document was distributed that contained a 
report on the update of the work, and WW provided a further explanation. It was noted 
that most of the work had been completed.  
It was anticipated that a statement would be published by the Welsh Government by the 
beginning of 2015 regarding the continuation of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan, 
information that would confirm whether the funding was available or not.   

  
8. The Coastal Path  
 WW provided an update on the work.  

It was reported that the matter regarding the Creation Order in Felinheli had now been 
approved within the Planning Committee and had been sent to the Welsh Government for a 
decision. It was noted that discussions with individuals within the community were ongoing 
and that a letter of support had been sent by the Forum.  
It was anticipated that success would be seen in the next few months in terms of the work 
on the path between Aberdaron and Rhiw.  
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It was reported that the programme was coming to an end in March 2015 and that 
recommendations had been made by Natural Resources Wales to the Welsh Government 
on the way forward. A decision by the Minister was awaited.  
An outline was given of the proposals that had been put forward in terms of the Plan’s 
financial matters: 
-proposed to fund 100% of the costs of Wales project Officers for the foreseeable future 
-proposed to fund 75% of the maintenance work 
-proposed to fund 100% of the upgrading work 
-proposed to fund 100% of the new work that was being developed 
It was emphasised that it would be necessary to prioritise the work in accordance with the 
available funding.  

  
9. Electing Members to the Arfon – Dwyfor Local Access Forum  
 It was reported that this meeting was the final meeting of the current group. It was hoped 

that all the members would apply to renew their membership. The Chairman requested that 
the members encouraged relevant individuals to become part of the Forum’s membership.  
WW added that the notices would be published before Christmas and could either be e-
mailed or copies of the forms could be made.  
It was noted that internal discussions were being held in terms of advertising on Gwynedd 
Council’s website and also in the Newyddion Gwynedd magazine.   
 

  
10. Next Meeting 
 It was reported that the next meeting would be held on Monday, 23 March 2015 in the 

Dwyfor area - exact location to be confirmed. It was noted that the date was subject to the 
timescale of re-electing the members of the forum. 
It was noted that this meeting would be DC’s last meeting as he was retiring at the end of 
March.  

  
11. Any Other Business 
 WIH expressed concern in terms of health and safety matters on the path in front of the 

hotel in Llanbedrog. It was noted that it would be useful for a handrail to be installed on the 
stairs and on the large stones.  
VM reported that the maintenance work within Glynllifon Park had substantially 
deteriorated and that quite a bit of damage had been caused due to trees falling. Concern 
was expressed that a substantial amount of money had already been spent on the Park. 
Resolved that WW would raise the matter with Barry Davies, Gwynedd 
Council Maritime Department. It was also resolved that a presentation would 
be given in a meeting of the Forum to discuss the intentions for the Park.  

 
 


