
Arfon-Dwyfor Local Access Forum 
Port Dinorwig Hotel, Felinheli 

3 June 2014 
 
Present: 
Members: Gwynedd Watkin (GW) (Chairman), John M Jones (JMJ), Vincent Mears (VM), Andy Goodber 
(AG), Peter Rutherford (PR), Vin West (VW), Malcolm Winstanley (MW), John Williams (JW) 
Officers: David Coleman (DC), Wyn Williams (WW), Rhys Roberts (RhR) 
Observers: Molly Lovatt (ML) 
Apologies: David Metcalfe, William I. Hughes, Bob Lowe 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received as noted above.  
  
2. Declarations of Personal Interest 
 None. 
  
3. Urgent Items/Chairman’s Announcements  
 None. 
  
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting, 17 March 2014  
 Item 11 – record to be amended in accordance to the following: 

Category 3 – everything not included above or below. 
Category 4 – paths that lead to nowhere of interest i.e. open-ended path or cul de sac. 
The minutes were accepted. 

  
5. Correspondence 
 a) E-mail dated 20 March 2014 from Vincent Mears with attachment from the Press 

Copy for information. VM confirmed that he had not received any further information.  
b) Letter dated 20 March, 2014 from the LAF Secretary to the Sustainable Land Management Unit  

Copy for information. Members confirmed that they are satisfied with the letter.   
c) E-mail dated 17 April, 2014 from Friends of Dwyfor Estuary  

Copy for information. PR reported back from the meeting and noted that approximately 95% were 
against the offer. WW reported that he had received an invitation to attend another meeting that will be 
held on 8 July. Although shooting already exists on the site, it was reported that the intention is for it to 
be controlled. WW to report back at the next meeting.  

d) Written statement dated 15 May, 2014 from John Griffiths, Minister for Culture and Sport 
Copy for information, DC reported that the green paper should be ready by the next meeting.  

e) Letter dated 21 May, 2014 from the LAF Secretary to Rhys Roberts  
Copies of the letter were distributed. Forum members agreed to the content. 

f) Consultation on Changes to Cross Compliance from 2015 
The Chair declared his objection to changing the Act and noted that it would be unfair on farmers to deal 
with this issue in addition to all other rules that already exist. It was noted that legislation and process is 
already in place to deal with any problems in terms of preventing access. The majority of the members 
disagreed and noted that a problem would not exist if the farmers would not refuse access to the paths. 
PR reported that this already exists in England and that no problems have been raised. JMJ reported that 
he had received subsidies for years and that farmers should adhere to any rules that have been set. 
A comment was made in terms of para. 93 of the document and it was noted that the content is 
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misleading. It was agreed that DC would look further into the record. 
The Chair disagreed with the member’s comments.   

  
6. Welsh Government Consultation on the Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013  
 a) Design Guidance 

An explanation was provided by DC and it was noted that focus will be given to dense urban areas. A 
decision was made for a Sub-group to be established in order to further discuss the 
matter.  
DC reported that the following locations are included within the document – Bangor, Caernarfon, 
Bethesda, Tywyn, Porthmadog, Pwllheli, Dolgellau, Menai Bridge and Machynlleth.  
Concern was raised by ML in terms of the possibility of the paths being designed incorrectly. All agreed 
for the Sub-groups to decide on which paths would be developed and how. 
It was decided that the Secretary would write to Welsh Government to note the members 
eagerness to provide input on which paths would be developed and how they should be 
designed. 

b) Statutory Guidance on the Delivery of the Act 
A discussion was held. All members accepted the proposals. 

  
7. Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) – Proposals for 2014/15 
 DC explained that Gwynedd Council had been receiving the grant since 2008. However, it was noted 

that the sum of the grant has by now been reduced from £132094 to £76,594 and that the conditions have 
also changed. 
Copies of the report were distributed to the members and it was noted that the closing date for 
submitting an application is Friday, 6 June 2014. No objection was received.  
It was reported that the Minister, John Griffiths, will be launching the Pererindod Path on 10 July 2014. 

  
8. Review of Open Access Land – update by Molly Lovatt, Natural Resources Wales  
 ML presented a list of appeals that have been received in Gwynedd. It was noted that 41 appeals have 

been received across the whole of Wales. Further information is available from the PINS website by using 
the reference for the appeal. ML explained that the meaning of ‘not attending’ is that NTW have no 
objection to the appeal. It was explained that the final maps will be published on 24 September, 2014. 

  
9. Coastal Path – Update by Wyn Williams and Rhys Roberts 
 It was reported that repairs need to be made to the coastal path as a result of the severe weather during 

the winter however lack of funding has prevented the work from being taken forward. No decision has 
been made as yet in terms of the total budget that is available. RhR reported that the work in Dwyfor has 
now been completed. It was noted that the contract that was being held back because of a landowner 
refusing to sign it has now been signed and that the work will begin within the next couple of weeks, and 
will hopefully be completed by the end of June.  
It was also noted that the work on the path between Aberdaron and Penarfynydd had by now been 
completed and that the path is open. 
RhR noted that a Section 26 Order on a piece of land between Treborth and Felinheli had not been put 
before Committee in April however it will hopefully be presented to Committee in July. RhR to 
report back at the next meeting. 
WW and RhR were thanked for their work.   

  
10. Next Meetings  
 A suggestion was made that the meeting to be held in the Aberdaron area. The original intention was for 

the new path to be inspected prior to the start of the meeting, however as the path is of significant 



distance it was agreed that the inspection would be held on a different day, in the week following the 
Royal Welsh Show.  
A decision was made that the next meeting to be held on 15 September, 2014 at Cwrt, 
Aberdaron, to be preceded by a visit to the National Trust’s new Canolfan in the village. 
24 November or 1 / 2 December were suggested as possible dates for the following meeting – decision 
to be made at the next meeting.  

  
11. Any Other Business  
 Further to a question by MW in terms of the work on the tunnel in Tregarth, WW reported that 

Gwynedd Council is currently trying to get funding together, which is a difficult task as the European 
funding has by now come to an end. 
Reference was made to the path close to Bethesda Quarry leading up to the Zip Wire site and a question 
was raised on whether there is an intention to re-open the path. In response, DC noted that a period of 
two years still exists on the Order. A decision was made that DC would look into the situation 
and report back at the next meeting. 
The Chair thanked all members for their attendance and contribution. The translators 
were thanked for their work and Gwawr for the minutes of the meeting.  
 

 
 


