
1 

 

4.                           Minutes of meeting of  Arfon and Dwyfor Local Access Forum 

Plas Heli, Pwllheli 
22 September 2015 

 
Present: 
Members:  Vincent Mears (VM. Chair),Peter Rutherford (PR) , (MV) ,  Malcolm Winstanley 
(MW), Morgan Jones Parry (MJP), Elis Gwyn Jones (EGJ), Dewi Roberts (DR), 
Bob Lowe (BL), Noel Davey (ND),David Medcalf (DM1), Denise Meldrum (DM2), Eurwyn Edwards 
(EE), David Jones (DJ), Gruffydd Williams (GW) 
 
Gwynedd Council Officers :Wyn Williams (WW), Rhys Roberts (Rh R) 
 
Other : Bryn Jones (BJ) BBC Radio Cymru 
 
Apologies: Peter Hewlett, Richard Parry, Mike Vitkovitch, Emlyn Jones, Dafydd Thomas, Vin 
West 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The chair welcomed members and officers to the meeting. 
 
Bryn Jones from BBC Cymru was introduced.  
BJ is preparing a programme for Radio Cymru dealing with access issues and how rights 
of way are being affected by local Government budget cuts. The programme is due to be 
broadcast during November. 
 
BL was asked to give an overview of Plas Heli. 
Plas Heli is a not for profit enterprise that has received funding  from  EU , Welsh 
Government and Gwynedd Council amounting to about £9 million. 
Since opening Plas Heli has hosted 3 international sailing events with participants from 
over 40 countries. Plas Heli has already had a positive impact on local businesses. 
 

2. Declarations of Personal Interest 
No declaration of interest was made. 
 

3. Urgent items / Chair’s announcement 
 
DJ referred to proposals as part of the Bontnewydd by-pass scheme to re-route lon Eifion 
at the Goat roundabout along with the impact of existing public rights of way. 
Members of the Ramblers had already met the project designers and had raised the 
following concerns -  
 

1. Provision should be made to ensure that the public had safe means to cross the 
new road. 

2. Proposals affecting Lon Eifion at the Goat roundabout that meant that users 
would have to cross two busy roads, the A497 and the existing Bontnewydd 
access road. As it stood this proposal was far too dangerous and the option of a 
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bridge should be considered. 
 

WW explained that this was a Welsh Government scheme.  
The main  issues affecting public access  are  
 

1. Public footpaths – from the information to date it appeared that all footpaths 
crossing the highway would be accommodated on bridges or underpasses. 

2. Lon Eifion- this was the main concern as Lon Eifion is one of the most popular 
walking and cycling routes in Gwynedd. The Countryside Unit has already 
requested that the bridge option is considered. 

 
EE. as a regular user of Lon Eifion he was very concerned about the proposal as it stood. 
 
MJP. Lon Eifion links to cycle route alongside the A499 towards Pen Llyn. 
 
DM(2) noted that any bridge should meet equestrian standards. 
 
VM. Welsh Government should be asked to reconsider the current proposal. 
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on the 23 June 2015 at the Meifod Hotel, Bontnewydd 

 DM: asked what was happening in relation to planning matters. 
 
The issues was discussed and the following was agreed: 
 

 Officers who receive request to comment on planning application that have a 
significant impact on rights of way or other access provision would forward the 
applications to members of the planning sub-group for comment. 

 It was explained that whilst many applications are received only a few have a 
significant impact on rights of way. 

 Any comments on planning applications to be forwarded to WW. 
 
The minutes were agreed. 
 

5 Correspondence 
 

 National Grid – correspondence had been received from National Grid about the 
proposals for the Wylfa to Pentir connection. NG will be holding a number of 
public consultation events over the coming months. 
 
PR said that proposals to underground the cables at the Dwryd river are likely to 
be accepted. 
 

 Update by the Joint Planning policy service informing that they are now moving 
forward to the next stage of the Development Plan process. 

 
The Forum discussed correspondence relating to the impact of budget cuts affecting the 
Countryside and Access Unit. 
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a. Letter by the LAF to Councillor Dafydd Meurig, portfolio leader for the 

Regulatory Department. 
b. Draft letter by the Ramblers to Gwynedd Council members and to the Town and 

Community Councils. 
c. Letter sent to the press by the LAF’s chair. 

 
Members comments 
 
VM emphasized that it was currently very difficult for the Council to meet its statutory 
duties any further cuts to staff and budgets would make the situation much worse. 
Probably only about 20 or 30% of the rights of way network was currently maintained. 
 
Further deterioration in the condition of  paths  along with other cuts for example to the  
Maritime Service  would be a major blow to the Gwynedd economy, as well as reducing 
opportunities for  local people  to enjoy the countryside. 
 
Community and town councils can maintain paths but experienced Council officers are 
essential especially when it comes to dealing with legal issues. 
 
DJ. Referred to the media attention given to proposals to close Pont Seiont and the 
Barmouth bridge but more was needed to highlight the impact on rights of way. 
He referred to the volunteer group, Tim Taclo Llwybrau who help the Council to improve 
paths but emphasized that in order to be effective they required the support of Council 
staff. 
 
The Ramblers would be prepared to take legal steps to force the Council to meet its 
statutory duties. 
 
EE. By not maintaining path in the short term the Council would face far higher costs in 
the future. 
 
MW. Referred to the Jeremy Vince show on Radio 2 that covered the closure of 
Barmouth bridge and how little importance the Council gave to the economic impact of 
the cuts. 
 
DM(2) the impact of foot and mouth on rural businesses should be remembered and 
commented that the condition of many upland paths was already deteriorating.   
 
GW. Gwynedd Council had already asked Town and Community councils to raise their 
precept to cover the costs of maintaining paths. 
Reference was made to new legislation by Welsh Government such as Active travel and 
that no consideration had been given to the resources required by local authorities to 
implement new legislation. 
 

6. Active Travel consultation 
WW referred to the presentation on Active Travel given by Colin Jones, Parking and Road 
Safety Manager at the previous meeting. Since then the Council had started to consult on 
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Active Travel routes in Caernarfon, Bangor and Porthmadog. 
Forum members can respond to the consultation on the Gwynedd web site. The 
consultation will continue to mid-December. 
 

7 Feedback from meeting on the Wales National Access Forum on the 15th of September  
 
VM gave a summary of the main issues discussed: 
 

 Funding for the Coast Path had now been confirmed until 2020 with £900,000 
allocated by Welsh Government to be administered by NRW. The Coast Path 
estimated to have generated £31.7 million in visitor spend and £18.3 million 
worth of health benefits achieved. 

 Revised guidance for ROWIP plans will be prepared and available early in 2016. 
LAF s would play an important part in producing the new ROWIPs. 

 VM had emphasized that Welsh Government grants towards rights of way work 
had to be ring fenced and not used to support other Council services. 

 
The Forum discussed the importance of provided local authorities with financial support 
to enable them to prepare a revised ROWIP. 
 The Forum to write to NRW to stress those local authorities should be given financial 
support in order to prepare the revised ROWIP. 
 

8. Feedback from visit to Treheli and Rhiw  on the 24th of August 2015 
 
WW  explained the purpose of the visit – 
The coastal cliffs at Tre Heli, Porth Neigwl are eroding and during wet weather the path 
to the beach can be slippery and dangerous. Over the years numerous efforts have been 
made to address the problem. 
 
Diverting the path to a safer, more stable location was seen as the only viable long term 
solution. Another option put forward was for walkers to follow the beach for about 
500m to an existing slipway, this would require the removal of rocks and boulders 
covering this section of beach.  This was seen as impractical as the process would have to 
be repeated each year.  
DR .noted that winter storms often change the appearance of the beach. 
 
A further point was made regarding the high conservation status of the beach and that 
agreement from  NRW was required in order to move the rocks and beach boulders. 
 
DJ, suggested that signs warning walkers of the dangers of the tide should be located at 
each end of Porth Neigwl 
 
VM. Accepted that  there was a no easy solution to the problem 
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9. Coastal Path – Update by Rhys Roberts, Coastal Path Project Officer 
 

 The grant offer letter for 15 / 16 was received in July; confirmation was also 
given that funding is available for 5 years up to 2020. 

 As the offer letter was received in July the Council did not start to the full work 
programme but had no choice but to take a risk and went ahead with the annual 
maintenance programme. 

 
15 / 16 work programme 
 

 Aberdaron – Rhiw : all access agreements have been completed to create a new 
path east of Aberdaron. Work to establish the path would in mid-October with 
the path open towards the end of November. 

 Llanllawen : agreement reached to register an existing permissive path 
established 10 years ago. 

 Y Felinheli  : agreement completed with 2 out of the 4 parties. It’s anticipated 
that the   path will be open during 2016, however further negotiation is required. 

 Upgrade: significant amount of upgrade work in the programme for 15 / 16 with 
the majority in the Meirionnydd area. 

 
Coastal Communities programme: project aims to establish and promote circular paths 
off the main coast path and wider coastal access provision. Development work in hand, a 
further update will be given at the next meeting. 
 
Future priorities: a meeting with NRW to discuss future priorities would be held; the 
likely consensus would be to make greater efforts to improve the line of the coast path in 
Meirionnydd as significant improvements had been implemented in the Arfon and 
Dwyfor area over recent years. 
 
GW. Asked what was the role of NRW and emphasized that the coast path was an 
important asset to the communities of Nefyn and Morfa Nefyn. A section of the coast 
path had been closed for almost 20 years and that the Council had made no effort to 
reopen the path by diverting it away from the cliff edge. 
 
RhR explained that NRW (and the former CCW) had since 2007 been responsible for 
coordinating the project nationally and for allocating funding to the local authorities 
along with agreeing work priorities with Gwynedd and other authorities. 
In the case of Nefyn it was explained that a suitable path was available close to the coast. 
 
GW. Nefyn Town Council has secured funding to improve the path between Nefyn and 
Morfa Nefyn there is a risk that the funding may be lost if no agreement is reached to 
divert the paths. Council officers have experience in securing agreements with land 
owners.  
 
WW accepted that the situation is a cause for frustration to the Town Council but 
securing agreements can be a lengthy and complicated process that can take years to 



6 

 

complete. 
 
VM hopped that it would be possible to resolve the matter and mentioned that the 
Council has ongoing legal issues going back over 20 years. 
 
PR asked if there are any remaining permissive paths on the coast path in Gwynedd. 
 
RhR explained that Llanllawen was the last one. 
 
DR referred to the paths seen during the site visit to Rhiw, all agreed that the work 
should be commended. 
  

10.  Big Pathwatch 
 
Report by MW. 
 
The Ramblers are undertaking a survey of rights of way in Wales and England. The survey 
would be based on 1 square km using tablets, smartphones or printed sheets. 
The survey had started on the 15th of July and would continue to Christmas (possibly 
longer). To date 9,431 km sq. had been surveyed with large numbers of problems 
identified. 
 
PR questioned the methodology used, especially classifying paths as unusable on the 
basis of missing signs. 
 
VM much depended on the experience and the map reading skills of the individual 
walker. He thanked the Ramblers  for their work in undertaking the survey and for their 
involvement as volunteers in maintain paths 
 
 

11 Proposed budget cuts to the Countryside and Access Unit 
 
WW . the public consultation process “Gwynedd challenge “is due to start any day and 
that Forum member should look out for it on the Gwynedd Council web site. The 
consultation process will last for 2 to 3 months. 
 
GW asked about the impact on Community and town Councils. 
 
WW currently Town and Community Councils receive around £70,000 in repayments 
towards their expenditure on path maintenance in their areas. If the cuts are 
implemented in full the funding would be lost and as a result the Community Council 
would be financially worst off. 
 

12 Green Paper Access to the outdoors 
 
VM and DR had attended a meeting with the two SNP Forums to discuss the Green Paper 
on Access to the Outdoors; the deadline for responding to Welsh Government is the 2nd 
of October. 
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The main issues covered in the Green Paper are : 
 

 Complexity involved with diverting paths,  the example of diverting a path to 
avoid a farm yard was given that would benefit  walkers and the landowner but 
under  current legislation the process is time consuming and costly to the 
applicant including the cost of advertising  the order in the local press that can 
cost around £500 per advert. 

 Control of dogs - legislation covering the control of dogs in the Countryside has 
to be made clearer. 

 Access to water – clearer direction is need from Welsh Government. 

 “Scottish model” – this would extend open access to the majority of land in 
Wales, the Park’s view was that this option wasn’t practical and that efforts 
should be focused on managing the existing rights of way network. 

 
The Forum discussed how it should respond given the tight deadline. 
PR agreed to forward the drafts of the response prepared by the two Park LAFs and that 
WW would forward to members for their views. 
 
DM(1) expressed concern that there had been no opportunity for LAF members to meet 
to discuss the Green Paper.  
The importance of the Green Paper was noted by the Forum as a major step to reforming 
access in Wales.  
ND . Commented that the Scottish model “should not be dismissed out of hand without 
further consideration. 
 
WW . The Council was in the process of finalizing its response; in general it would be in 
line with the views given by the Park. The key issues for Gwynedd included : 
 

 The need to simplify rights of way legislation. 

 The Scottish model wasn’t appropriate for Wales 

 There should be a consistent approach to path categorization and that legislation 
should lessen  local authorities duties to maintain all rights of way 

 
 

14. Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting to be held on the 8th of December in the Arfon area. 
 

15. Any Other Business 
 

 
 


