General Consultation with CIL De Gwynedd
7 March 2008
The group recognised the following as priorities for disabled people:
1) Access

a) All buildings used by the public should be accessible following the Disability Discrimination Act

b) This includes all council buildings.
c) Arfon Leisure Centre was particularly singled out as an inaccessible building and the proposed changes were welcomed
d) The recent changes to Caernarfon Library were praised but there was a lack of parking at Porthmadog

e) Providing one lift in a building is not sufficient.  A second lift is needed as a back-up

2) Transport

a) All buses should be accessible and have room for more than two wheelchairs

b) Bus drivers should be courteous and stop to explain why they can’t accept a person in a wheelchair if the two wheelchair areas are full.

c) Bus drivers should be given disability equality training and specific impairment training

3) Parking

a) More blue badge parking bays
b) Blue badge parking bays near shops

c) Council staff should not park on residential streets during working hours.  Disabled people and carers find it very difficult to find parking spaces especially in the old town.  This applies to council vans also.  Residential parking would solve the problem.

d) Council vans should not park in parking spaces for disabled people

e) Would it be possible for council traffic wardens to patrol supermarket car parks regarding blue badge spaces

4) Pavement safety

a) Pavements should be kept in good repair.
b) Dropped kerbs need to be checked regularly to ensure they are safe for wheelchair users

c) Pavements should be for walkers - shops and businesses should be made to remove tables, chairs and A boards.

Other matters raised:

As CIL is on the Penamser Industrial Estate in Porthmadog I was also asked to request better signage and general upkeep (especially with pedestrian access in mind) within the estate.

Specific access worries regarding 

· St David’s Building, Lombard Street, Porthmadog

· Doctor’s surgery at the new dock development in Caernarfon

· The key for the accessible toilet in Porthmadog kept in a shop with three steps leading up to it

